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We are so proud of Veda and Vidita
in Yr. 9 for completing the entire 
Hegarty Math programme in under 
one year!

Only 26 students have EVER 
completed this since Hegarty 
launched in 2016. 

They are also number 1 and 2 in the 
world for Languagenut.

Changing lives is our motto here at 
Delta and what better way than 
this? Just outstanding! We even 
had a personal message from the 
creator of Hegarty maths, Mr. Colin 
Hegarty. To view it, check out our 
Twitter page at De Lacy Academy 
(@DeLacyAcademy) / Twitter

Veda and Vidita are pictured here 
with Mr. Cassells, head of 
mathematics, Mr. Tarn, Delta CEO 
and Mr. McCall, Principal.

Celebrations

https://twitter.com/DeLacyAcademy
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Updates

Last Half term

What a way to start the year!  We have been blown 
away by the efforts from our students, in particular our 
new year 7s who have taken De Lacy by storm.  They 
have the best attendance in the school and by far the 
most achievement points! 

Our year 11 students have been amazingly committed to 
our year 11 Period 6 Enrichment sessions and what better 
way to recognize commitment than being rewarded with 
Dominos pizzas!

Enrichment

Over 200 students have accessed our after-
school enrichment programme. We have 
given out badges for clubs, representing the 
academy, raising money and helping our 
environment! This has been outstanding. With 
even more clubs on offer this half term, please 
encourage your child to get involved!

Raising money

Our first ever MacMillan Coffee morning managed to 
raise nearly £100. Thank you to all the parents and 
carers who came to support but a special thank you to 
the staff, in particular Mrs. Brittain for winning the staff 
Bake Off Championship.

Our students were extremely fortunate to receive 
an emotional presentation from our very own Mr. 
Hammond about raising awareness for 
stammering. Mr. Hammond himself has a 
stammer but has not allowed this to hold him 
back. He is a published author, a motivational 
speaker and he is our very own Student Support 
Officer.
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Meet the Team

Mathematics

Mr Lewis – Teacher of Mathematics

Miss Bennett – Teacher of Mathematics

Miss Hoban – Teacher of Mathematics

Mr Taylor – Teacher of Mathematics

Miss Samwell – Teacher of Mathematics

Mr Cassells – Faculty Leader of Maths / Associate 
Assistant Principal – Deep Support (e-Learning)
pictured (l-r) 

Mrs Bashir – Assistant Faculty Leader of Maths

Mr McKee - Associate Assistant Principal – Deep 
Experience
(not pictured)

With over 75 years of teaching experience 
between us, our already strong team has been 
further strengthened this year by the appointment 
of two new members. 

Miss Hoban and Mr Taylor are both Mathematics 
specialists, with a BA in Accounting and BSc 
Mathematics respectively.

The Mathematics 
department have embraced 
new technology with all 
homework being set using 
online platforms.

Year 7-8 homework is set 
automatically every week on 
Sparx. The tasks set reflect 
the learning for that week 
and the platform itself adjusts 
to create questions 
appropriate to each pupil’s 
ability.

Year 9-11 homework is set 
every week on Hegarty 
Maths with De Lacy 
Academy regularly topping 
the Trust for the most time 
spent on the platform by 
Year 11.

Personalised learning is 
supported by every pupil 
having a breakdown of their 
assessments.

In addition to Y11 Enrichment 
from 2:30pm – 3:15pm every 
Thursday, the Mathematics 
department also staffs Y11 
Saturday Morning Maths from 
9am – noon every Saturday 
morning. This provides Year 
11 pupils with additional 
learning and contact time to 
access past papers, topic 
booklets and computer 
resources.
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Meet the Team
Technology

Mr Hayward – Head of Faculty

Miss Speck – Catering & 
Hospitality teacher

Mrs Hodgson – I.Design and 
Health & Social Teacher

Mr Curnin – Engineering 
Teacher

Mr Crookes – Computing 
Teacher

Award

Mr Crookes, Mrs Hodgson and Mr 
Hyde completed the Computer 
Science Accelerator certificate 
from the National Centre for 
Computing Education in June of 
2021. The certificate covered all 
aspects of computer science from 
algorithms through data and 
information, networks, safety and 
security and programming.
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Remembrance
Fundraising events this 
half term

We always like to support both 
local and national fundraising 
opportunities. This half term will see 

students being able to raise money 
for Children in Need and Save the 
Children.

This year for Armistice Day, De Lacy is 

spending time recognising and 

remembering the First World War. Pupils 

will spend time exploring all those who 

helped in the war effort; not just British 

soldiers. This includes looking into the 

names of fallen Empire soldiers, 

volunteers, and those who worked hard 

on the home front. Local efforts are 

being recognised, including the 

Barnbow Lasses from Crossgates, and all 

pupils will learn the name of a fallen 

soldier from Wakefield.

A special assembly will lead pupils 

through an explanation of the 

importance of Remembrance Day, and 

they will have an opportunity to listen to 

the Last Post, as well as the infamous 

poem 'In Flanders Fields'. All pupils will 

have a name of a soldier or someone 

who helped in the First World War on the 

back of their chairs, so they can 

remember them. On the 11th of 

November, the school will be led 

through a two minute silence where 

pupils can recall the impact the First 

World War and remember those who 

fought for us.

12th November

Bun Sale and a Staff 
Bake off 
Competition

10th December
£1 to wear a 
Christmas jumper

Anti-Bullying week 15th –
19th November

Students will be learning more about 

Anti Bullying via assemblies and form 

time activities.

We have also secured 10 places on 

the Princess Diana Anti Bullying Award 

for our students to be trained as Anti 

Bullying Ambassadors – watch this 

space!

“For your tomorrow, we gave our today.”
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We are very excited to invite you all to our very 
first Christmas Fair in aid of Knottingley Food 
Bank. We have over 20 tables available with a 
range of items for you to purchase.

Entrance price is £1 (children under 10 are free) 
and this will include a strip of raffle tickets with a 
chance to win a Christmas hamper.

We really hope you can join us for a few hours of 
Christmas crafts, good food and lots of fun.

Supporting our community



De Lacy Academy

You asked, we said, we did

We have so much on offer this year and we hope to see lots of students joining our 
enrichment activities. Make sure your child checks out their notice board in form to see 
what is happening! Tuesday is our staff training night, but Homework club is still 
available in the library for all students on that day.

Get Involved!

Enrichment
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You are invited.....
COP 26 Summit 2021

Please come 
along and join us!

We were so pleased to host 
our own COP 26 summit here 
at De Lacy on Thursday 4th 
November. Twenty-eight 
students spent the day with 
Peter Leighton-Jones, Senior 
Climate Change Manager 
for Wakefield Council, 
looking at the issues 
surrounding the climate crisis. 
Students learnt about the 
causes and effects of global 
warming. They researched 
the impacts of climate 
change on seven different 
countries. We discussed the 
targets each country was 
setting at COP26. The 
students then looked at how 
De Lacy Academy could 
reduce its carbon footprint. 
Yvette Cooper MP, was 
involved with a question-and-
answer session at the end of 
the day. A big thank you to 
all involved.
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Changing lives...
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De Lacy vs The World!Oh no he didn’t! Oh 
yes, he did!

We are very excited to 

announce that ALL our 

year 7 students will be 

attending the Sheffield 

Lyceum Theatre on 

Wednesday 8th December 

to watch Sleeping 

Beauty. This is a great 

opportunity for students to 

continue to learn outside of 

the classroom – plus it will 

get everyone into the 

Christmas spirit!

After our 
success at last 
year's 
Rotary Schools 
Debating 
Competition, 
we have been 
invited again 
to attend. We 
have 3 year 11 
students who 
are working 
hard to 
prepare for the 
event.

Good luck to Ella, Jess and Kitty.

Our first Theatre trip in 
nearly 2 years!

After 2 years of Covid restrictions, 
we finally got to take our first 
theatre trip with our Yr.10 Dance 
group. We went to see Hairspray 
the Musical at The Palace Theatre, 
Manchester.
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17th December

Academy Closes

9th December

Christmas Dinner

20th – 25th November

3rd December

INSET day

10 December

Christmas Jumper Day

6th December

Raising the bar Parents event – Yr7,8 
and 9 only

12th November

Children in Need

8th November

Flu Immunisations

Dates for your Diaries

Anti-Bullying Week

4th January

Academy Opens

11th December

Christmas Fair

Yr. 7 Theatre Trip

8th December


