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I t  is with tremendous pride that I share with you the results of our OFSTED inspection 

which took place on the 5th and 6th of April 2022. I  am delighted to inform you that we 

were rated outstanding in every area. This is the first  t ime Knott ingley has ever had an 

outstanding secondary school.

To put this into context, there are 3410 secondary schools/academies in the country.  In 

September 2019, OFSTED introduced a new, more challenging, inspection framework. 

Since that date, only 91, or 2.6% of schools have been recognised as outstanding 

across the board. Even more impressively, De Lacy is in the lowest 20% of schools for 

deprivation nationally, of those 643 schools, only 14 (2.1%) are outstanding under the 

new framework. This is a magnificent achievement. 

I  am thrilled that inspectors recognised the absolute determination of the trust, leaders, 

staff, students, parents and the AAB to change lives and ensure students are safe, 

happy and able to thrive in all elements of their lives when they end their t ime with us.

Message from the Principal
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OFSTED Outstanding!
Some highlights from the report are shown below -

• Pupils at De Lacy Academy are very happy and safe. They enjoy highly positive relationships 
with each other and with staff.

• The warmth and positivity are evident throughout the school, in lessons and at social times. 
Both staff and pupils enjoy their time in the school.

• Pupils are mature, confident and inquisitive. They have consistently positive attitudes to their 
learning. In lessons, pupils are very focused and interested. They participate well. 

• Pupils know that teachers will always help them if they get stuck.

• Teachers are very effective at teaching new material to pupils. They explain things clearly 
and check that pupils have understood.

• Pupils who need further support get the help they need. The school works with a wide range of 
other agencies very effectively.

• The school’s approach to preparing pupils for life is exceptional. Leaders have designed an 
ambitious programme of learning and opportunities for all pupils.

• Leadership at all levels of the school is highly effective. The multi-academy trust (MAT) 

supports leaders in their work to continually improve the school. Trustees and governors know 

the school well and have an active role in its success.

• There is a robust safeguarding culture in the academy. Every member of staff takes 
responsibility for keeping pupils safe. Leaders support staff with highly effective training and 

guidance.

My staff work incredibly hard, with dedication and commitment, to ensure the young 

people of Knott ingley have every chance in life and it  is a fit t ing tribute to them that 

OFSTED recognised their phenomenal and outstanding efforts. Some schools, in my 

opinion, wrongly attribute their OFSTED rat ings to staff efforts alone. This fails to recognise 

the extremely support ive and motivated parents who work with us every day. I  am 

extremely grateful for your support. Finally, our students are terrific ambassadors for our 

school and it  was a pleasure to watch them speak with pride and confidence about 

their learning and their Academy.

Congratulat ions to you all.
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Coming soon 

Class of 2022
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#Team DLA

Celebrations

Over the past couple of weeks, team PE and 
our wonderful KS3 students competed in 
two major athlet ics competit ions.

Wakefield Athletics Championships saw our 
students compete against all the other high 
schools in the Wakefield area.

The Delta Games is an athlet ics competit ion 
against all the other Delta secondary schools 
and was held at The Sheffield Inst itute for Sport.

Our students were outstanding, many of which 
took Bronze, Silver and Gold throughout the 
events.

Team results

• Yr. 7 girls relay – 3rd – Wakefield Athletics 
Championships.

• U13 boys and girls– 2nd overall for Delta 
Games out of 24 schools.

• U13 boys – 3rd in 4x200m Relay.

Individual Results
Year 7 –

Jessica W – 1st 200m

Neveah M – 1st Discuss

Georgia P – 2nd 100m

Finley W – 2nd Triple Jump

Jessica W – 2nd – 300m

Archie K – 3rd Javelin

Jessica W – 3rd Shot Put

Year 8 –

Niamh F – 1st Javelin

Jessica L – 1st – Discuss

Will S – 1st 100m

Coen L – 1st – Long Jump

Lilli D – 2nd 300m

Lilli D – 2nd High Jump

Will S – 2nd – Shot Put

Coen L – 3rd – 400m

Year 9 –

Seth E – 2nd 100m
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During the month of June, students 
have been celebrating Pride. They 
have learnt about the importance pf 
pronouns as well as different genders 
and sexualities.

Staff also showed their support by 
wearing their preferred pronouns and 
decorated their classrooms.

Students in textiles designed Pride 
inspired outfits.

The culmination of the month was 
celebrated with our very first Colour
Run!

Duke of Edinburgh 
Award

PRIDE MONTH

Over 60 students in Years 9 and 
10 took part in a series of activ ities 
whereby they learnt the 
skills needed for their Bronze 
Expedition for the Duke of 
Edinburgh Award. They looked at 
tent building, map reading and 
using cooking equipment.

Thank you to Miss Bennett, Mr. 
Lewis, Miss Hoban, Mr. Ellis and 
Miss Schofield for running these 
sessions.



De lacy academy

You asked, we said, we did

Yr.7 Witches drop down
Our Yr. 7 students had a great t ime 
learning about witches during our 
History drop down day. They learnt 
about the witch trials as well as 
breaking down misconceptions 
about witches.

Experiences

Over the past two weeks students in 
year 10 have visited three colleges in 
preparation for their Post 16 
choices. They visited Pontefract New 
College, Wakefield College and Selby 
College. They took part in various 
practical sessions as well as listen to 
presentations from current students 
and teachers.

A huge thank you to Mrs. Grassby for 
organising these events. Our students 
thoroughly enjoyed them and gave 
them lots of food for thought!

Yr. 10 College visits
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Sports Day
On Wednesday 20th July our students 
took part in our annual sports day. The 
weather was cooler than the day before 
but still a glorious day for Athletics.

Our students took part in field events 
such as the Javelin and Shot Put as well 
as the traditional track events – 100m, 
200m, 400m etc.

To end each session, form groups 
competed against each other in the Tug 
of War!

A huge thank you to the PE team who 
organised the event.

Results:

Several of our sports leaders 
from Year 9 helped run the 
Wakefield Commonwealth 
Games Legacy event at 
Thornes Park on 1st July. They 
appeared on Look North and 
Calendar. James Wilstrop the 
CWG gold medallist was 
there coaching squash to 
over 200-year 6s from around 
Wakefield. The pupils also got 
to try triathlon, scooting, 
bowls, cricket, golf and 
badminton.

Year 9 Sports Leaders

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th

10 10E 10D 10B 10C 10A

9 9B 9A 9D 9C 9F 9E

8 8C 8D 8A 8B 8E 8F

7 7E 7A 7D 7C 7F 7B



De Lacy Academy

You asked, we said, we did

Congratulations to the 
following students who have 
achieved the most reward 
points this academic year.

Rewards

Achievements

Top Performers

Year 7 Year 8

Erin N – 2572
Harry W – 2463

Jessica W – 2394
Neveah M – 2333

Richard Black – 2304

Liam K – 2204
Molly K – 2155

Katie C – 2111
Thomas C - 2091

Zack P – 2131
Adam A – 1920

Katie D – 1801
Faith M – 1750

Abigail M – 1738

Samuel P – 1729
Emily F – 1671

Eva Cross – 1595
Ruby J - 1571

Year 9 Year 10

Regan S – 1599
Amber W – 1570

Sophie B – 1564
Veda H – 1546

Vidita H – 1527

Kristopher T – 1493
Finley G – 1418

Thomas S – 1396
Jack W - 1377

Zuzanna N – 1553
Jasmine W – 1477

Amelia T – 1417
Baden B – 1359

Lilia C – 1350

Isaac B – 1348
Cameron W – 1324

Ella S – 1186
Tilli M – 1158

Darcy H - 1132

Year 7

Brendan N 
2885 points

Year 8

Ellie K
2184 points

Year 9

Dawid M
1602 points

Year 10

Julia N
1846 points
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Online Learning Champions

SPARX - Maths

Year 7 Year 8

Ellie G
Kia D

Ashton W

Dudzai K
Teejay F

Callum R

HEGARTY- Maths

Year 9 Year 10

Veda H
Sharron M

Vidita H

William C
Danny G

Lucas B

LANGUAGENUT- French

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10

Ellie G River H Daisy B Katie R

EDUCAKE - Science

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10

Keeley W
Ellie G

Brogan B

Neena J
Ellie J

Eva C

Vidita H
Dawid M

Veda H

Danny G
Hayden S

William C

A huge congratulations to the students below who have 

clocked up the most hours on our online learning 

platforms. Their dedication to their studies is remarkable!
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The pandemic has made it 
very challenging to maintain 
a good attendance 
percentage however, we 
wanted to recognise and 
celebrate the top 10 students 
in each year group with the 
highest attendance. A 
special mention to the four 
students who have 
maintained a 100% 
attendance record.

Attendance

100% Attendance

Year 7 Year 8

Neveah M 
Christopher R

Stevie H
Samanta G

Billie G

William R
Haleigh N

Emily W
Caleb C

Michael M

Katie D
Lillie D

Michelle G
Coen L

Maisie M

Abigail M
Zack P

Charlie T

Year 9 Year 10

Veda H
Vidita H

Reuban CH
Daisy B

Ryan A

Abigail M
Cara D

Ruby G
Leon H

Amelia 
Baden B

Isaac B
Cameron W 

Emily K

Hayden S
Elise Cross

Tia S
Tommy R

Year 8

Neena J 

Year 8

Niamh F

Year 9

Jack H

Year 10

Tyler W
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On the 21st and 23rd of June, our Year 10 GCSE 
Geography pupils visited Flamborough Head and 
Hornsea, on the Yorkshire coast. As it  was the two 
hottest days of the year (up to that point), we got 
to see the Holderness Coast at its best, it  was 
stunning!

At Flamborough Head we took the steep walk 
down to the beach, where we were greeted by 
seals. Pupils got to apply what they have learnt in 
the classroom identifying caves, stacks, and wave-
cut notches. We practised drawing field-
sketches, an important fieldwork technique.

In the afternoon we visited Hornsea, where we 
could contrast the rapid erosion of the soft boulder 
clay with the hard chalk cliffs of Flamborough. Here 
pupils carried out their fieldwork data collect ion, 
measuring the groyne drop; to assess how effective 
groynes are at helping protect Hornsea from 
erosion. We saw caravans teetering on the edge of 
the cliff where the defences came to an end!

Our day at the coast brought classroom learning to 
life, and was enjoyed by all, especially the fish, 
chips, and ice-creams!

Geography Field trip

Experiences
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A celebration of the Arts

Our fantastic Arts team has once again produced some 
amazing performances for our evening of the Arts on Tuesday 19th July. We 
had music performances from some of our Year 10 musicians followed by an 
outstanding piece of drama by the year 8/9 drama club called Missing 
Marcie. This group has worked closely with the charity Missing People UK to 
help raise awareness about missing people.

Mr Cranmer-Bills had also created a gallery of some of the amazing pieces of 
Art work our students had produced this year. It was a spectacular 
evening. Well done to all the staff and students that were involved.
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National Award

Year 8/9 Drama club have been awarded 'Fundraisers of 

the Month' by UK charity Missing People! They earned this 

national award by their dedicated and creative 

approach to fundraising for a good cause which they 

believed in.
Not only did they share their performance of 'Missing 

Marcie' with parents, but also with staff and year 7 and 8 

pupils. They ran several bake sales and organised a raffle 

which raised an impressive £224.

Miss Bibby is incredibly proud of the positive energy which 

the group offered throughout the project and the level of 

maturity and determination each member showed 

towards the fundraising for the charity.
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Summer activities

Wakefield Council is running lots 
of events over the summer 

holidays for children and young 

people aged 8-18. Click the link 
below:

https://www.wfdsummers.cool/

Bookings are now open to the 
public!

Need something to occupy the children during the holidays?  
Why not check out the information over the next few pages of 
the local activities and events that are taking place during the 
summer.

Knottingley

•There are st ill places available with Elite Community Sports Coaching at Willow Green 
Academy, Knottingley. Find out more and book online via the booking 
website: https://elitecommunitysportscoachingcic.coordinate.cloud/list

•The Old Quarry Adventure Playground is running a number of sessions over August for 5-
12 year olds and 4-16 year olds (special educational needs friendly). Find out more and 
book online via the booking 
website: https://theoldquarryadventureplayground.coordinate.cloud/list

Pontefract

•There are st ill places available in your area with Young Minds Matter at Pontefract 
Collieries Football Stadium. Activities are running 1st - 18th August for 5-12 year olds. Find 
out more and book online via the booking 

website: https://youngmindsmatter.coordinate.cloud/list
•Pontefract Collieries are offering Sports and Arts and Crafts act ivities for 5-16 year 
olds at Pontefract Collieries Football Stadium from 2nd – 26th August. Find out more and 
book online via the booking 
website: https://pontefractcollieriesfccic.coordinate.cloud/list

•Aspire@ThePark, Pontefract are running a holiday club from 1st - 26th August for 8-12 year 
olds. Find out more and book online via the booking 
website: https://aspireatthepark.coordinate.cloud/list
•HomeStart are running family events (parents/carers must attend with children) 
at Pontefract Sports & Social AFC on 4th August and 16th August. Find out more and book 

online via the booking 
website: https://homestartwakefieldanddistrict.coordinate.cloud/list

https://www.wfdsummers.cool/
https://elitecommunitysportscoachingcic.coordinate.cloud/list
https://theoldquarryadventureplayground.coordinate.cloud/list
https://youngmindsmatter.coordinate.cloud/list
https://pontefractcollieriesfccic.coordinate.cloud/list
https://aspireatthepark.coordinate.cloud/list
https://homestartwakefieldanddistrict.coordinate.cloud/list
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Local Summer Activities

Year 9 Sports Leaders
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Party on the Pitch!
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KIDS EAT FREE or Less during 
the school holidays

Don’t forget that the local community shop, Hill Top also 

provides free meals for children all day, everyday!
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The Hardship Helpline can help all parents who have 

children attending your school in case they find 

themselves in difficulty over the holidays with food.

Please call Help through Hardship for free to talk confidentially to
a trained Cit izens Advice adviser on:

0808 208 2138

(Open Monday t o Friday, 9am – 5pm. Closed on public holidays.)

They can help address your crisis and provide support to maximize

your income, help you navigate the benefits system, and identify

any addit ional grants you could be ent it led to. If needed, they will

issue you with a voucher so you can get an emergency food parcel

from your local food bank.

If you require citizens advice, they are available on a 

Friday 10-12pm at the Local Hub, Pinewood Place.
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• Spend time in the shade between 
11am and 3pm

• Make sure you never burn

• Cover up with suitable clothing and 
sunglasses

• Use at least factor 30 sunscreen

• Keep hydrated

Sun safety

• Only cross railroad tracks at a 
designated crossing

• Look both ways before crossing 
railroad tracks. Remember, t rains 
can come from either direct ion at 
any t ime

• Wait for the lights to stop flashing 
before crossing

• Remember: Heads Up, Devices 
Down when you cross the train 
t racks

• Never walk on railway lines

Railway Safety

• Never swim in urban canals, lakes or rivers

• Always tell someone where you are going

• Never swim alone

• Remember that the water may be cold –
this can cause your body to go into shock

• Canals, rivers and lakes may have under 
currents that you cannot see

• Canals, rivers and lakes may have weeds 
under the surface that can cause you to 
get tangled

Water Safety

Have a safe summer!

We hope that the weather stays nice over our summer 
break but make sure that you keep yourself safe.

Road Safety

• Stop, look and listen

• Don’t t ry to cross the road between 
parked cars

• I f possible, cross at a pedestrian 
crossing or t raffic lights

• Never cross at a bend

• I f there is a footpath, use it

• I f there is no footpath, walk/run/jog 
on the right-hand side of the road, 
facing oncoming traffic and keep as 
close as possible to the side of the 
road

• Wear fluorescent clothing during the 
day and reflect ive clothing at night



De lacy academy

You asked, we said, we did

Key Dates 
Key events for half 
term 1 2022-23

17th- 20th October

Year 11 College presentations

14th October

Restart a Heart day

20th September 

Year 5/6 Open Evening

12th September

Year 8 HPV Injections

Year 11 Moving up Evening – 5pm

1st November

Academy Opens

21st October

Academy closes for half term

8th September

Year 9 – 8.20 am return

7th September

Year 10 – 8:20 am return

Year 8 – 11:00 am return

6th September 
Year 11 – 8:20 am return

Year 7 – 11:45 am start

5th September 2022 
INSET day

Dates for your diaries

21st October

Year 7 Sett ling in Evening and 
Reading Event

29th September 

Post 16 Careers Market Place

Year 11 College Application day

20th October


