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We have all achieved so much this term, with teachers 
and pupils working incredibly hard in each and every 
lesson. A special mention to all Year 11 who have 
managed their first full set of trial exams with courage and 
determination. When I make daily visits to lessons, I am 
always so impressed by the energy and professionalism of 
our staff and the attitude of our students. Despite the 
inevitable increase in coughs and colds students have 
braved it out and attended well.

This fighting spirit is what makes our school such a great 
place to work. Have a happy and peaceful Christmas and 
thank you for your continued support.

A message from the Principal
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Empowering

Panto

Some of our Year 8 students experienced the 

sights and sounds of York on Friday 8th 
December.  They v isited the Jorv ik Museum 
and the dungeons as well as enjoying their 

lunch at Pizza Hut! A huge thank you to Miss 
Newmarch for organising the trip.

York

Dallowgill

200 of our Year 7, 8 and 9 students v isited 

Sheffield Lyceum on Tuesday 19th December 
to watch their festive Pantomime, Beauty 
and The Beast.  They all had a great time 

and enjoyed the singing, dancing and being 
squirted by water!

In preparation for their recent Delta mock 

assessments, over 25 Y11 pupils enjoyed a 
relaxing overnight revision getaway deep in 
the Yorkshire dales. In addition to some 

targeted maths rev ision based on their 
prev ious assessments, they competed in a 

maths relay race and speed dating 
game. After a late(ish) night round the 
campfire they awoke to a hearty Scottish 

breakfast (thanks to Mr. Cassells) to set them 
up for a hike around the local countryside 

followed by 2 hours of English rev ision. This left 
just enough time then to ring the church bell 
next door, yes, an actual church bell, before 

heading homeward back down the A1.
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Christmas Fair

The 25th November 2023 saw our 
annual Christmas fair start  with a 
bang! We had over 30 stalls selling 
crafts, plants, books and toys, as well as 
Christmas fun and games.

A massive thank you to our Student 
Council who had 3 stalls in total and 
managed to raise over £140 for future 
Student Council projects.

We managed to raise over £500 that 
will be split  between our 3 Key Stage 3 
charit ies

Year 7 – RSPCA

Year 8 – Wakefield Society for the Deaf

Year 9 – The Litt le Princess Trust
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Science

The Science Department has been amazed by the efforts of some students in 
complet ing and going above and beyond in their homework.  Students are rewarded 
with lit t le plast ic ducks at regular intervals for answering quest ions.  The yellow duck is 
achieved when students have answered 100 quest ions.  So far, the department has 
given out 422 yellow ducks.  259 students have managed to achieve the white duck, 

which is given for answering 250 quest ions.  25 students have managed to blast through 
more than 1050 quest ions - this has forced the Science Department to introduce 
another range of ducks that can be awarded - ducks with sunglasses!  Please 
encourage your child to complete the homework set weekly by science, not only do 
students get a reward, but they are also putting themselves at an advantage when it  

comes to assessments.  All the science homeworks have been focused on topics that 
students have studied this term and that will be in the recent assessments.  We have 
noticed that students who have regularly completed homework have done significantly 
better than those that don't .

Year 11 had a separate challenge to the rest of the school - they had to answer 300 
quest ions and achieve 75% or better - this was to help with revision in the run up to their 
mock exams.  The following students are all now the proud owners of a duck with a 
Santa hat!

Leah M Dawid
M

Vidita 
H

Veda H Matthew 
A

Keira 
C

Leon H Jessica 
P

Isaac 
G

Jamie
S

Reuban 
HC

Sophie 
H

Cara D Millie S Iwona
P

Daisy B

Year 8

Year 7 Year 9

Year 10 Year 11

Millie 
S 2277

Vidita
2243 Dawid

1763

Noah B
3670

Kian W
1316 Michelle

797

Jack W
762

Noah B
3670

Natalia
750

Brogan B
759

Leila B
1435

Paige H
1263

Paige C
1309

Gracious
1224

James D
1073

Raghav
1154
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Mental Health and 
Wellbeing

Half term 2 saw us celebrating Anti-
Bullying week as a school. The school 

council and Miss Newmarch led an 

invite-only hot chocolate and chat 
event after school, in which students 

were invited to come along, 
socialise and talk about their 

problems over a nice cup of hot 

chocolate!

Staff and students also took part in 
Odd Socks Day on 13th November, 

an initiative that focuses on 

highlighting what makes us unique 
and allows people to express 

themselves and celebrate their 
individuality!

On the 19th December we 
celebrated Christmas Jumper day at 

De Lacy. It was lovely to see so many 
students (and staff!) getting into the 

festive spirit!

• Home - Kooth

• Childline | Childline

• AFC Crisis Messenger | 24/7 Crisis 

Support | Mental Health Support 
Service | Anna Freud Centre

• YoungMinds | Mental Health Charity 
For Children And Young People | 

YoungMinds

Useful Websites

Christmas time is one of the 

toughest times of the year for 
some children. It's important to 

remember that you are not 

alone. Here are some useful 
contacts for finding support 

over Christmas, should you or 
your child need it.

https://www.kooth.com/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.annafreud.org/on-my-mind/afc-crisis-messenger/
https://www.annafreud.org/on-my-mind/afc-crisis-messenger/
https://www.annafreud.org/on-my-mind/afc-crisis-messenger/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/tips-for-everyday-living/christmas-and-mental-health/useful-contacts/
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/tips-for-everyday-living/christmas-and-mental-health/useful-contacts/
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Gardening project

Project W and Grow Wakefield

Mrs. Corcoran and some of our Year 7 and 8 students 

have been working tirelessly with our new gardening 

project which is starting to take shape.  They have 

transformed an area by the side of our PLC into our very 

own allotment. They have already planted onions, garlic 
and much more! Working in conjunction with the council's 

Grow Wakefield project, our students learn the 

fundamentals of gardening as well as creating raised 

beds, bug hotels and more. The group has also planted 

about 80 trees around the perimeter of the school playing 
fields to improve the habitat as a wildlife corridor.
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School 
Council

Miss Newmarch and the School Council 
have been working all half term on 

numerous projects and fundraising events to 
benefit our school and the community. 

This includes a very successful Christmas 
Fair, in which they raised money for the Y8 

charity, as well as over £180 to use toward 
their future projects.

Pupils also sold poppies for a week on 
behalf of the Poppy Appeal, hosted an 

Anti-Bullying Week, provided support at 
many events and launched our trip to 
London and Parliament next year.

Miss Newmarch is stepping down from the 

School Council this half term and would like 
to thank all Councillors for their incredibly 
hard work so far since we formed last year.

De Lacy Academy School Council Half 
Term 2
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De Lacy Vs Delta!

Against the backdrop of the COP28 summit in Dubai our 
Year 9 Mavericks Cadets were recruited to an elite 
taskforce, the brightest and best of the age, assembled 
to confront the challenges current ly facing the planet; 
how to stop and reverse climate change, accommodate 
a growing global populat ion to provide food security, 
sustainable energy and building materials for the future, 
and – in the wake of coronavirus – understand how 
another global pandemic could develop and how we 
can be ready for it  when it  does.

Maverick Cadets

Cyber North 2023
In early November, several Year 9 
students journeyed to the Cyber North 
event at Education Exchange. This year's 
event wasn't  just  any ordinary gathering; 
it  was a competit ion among Delta 

schools, ignit ing a batt le of wits and 
digital prowess. Our intrepid young 
cyber-sleuths were tasked with a mission 
of utmost importance: to outsmart a 
cunning cybercriminal. With each puzzle 

presenting a new challenge, our students 
delved deep into their arsenal of cyber 
skills, showcasing their remarkable talent 
and teamwork. Though victory eluded 
De Lacy in the final showdown, the event 

was a resounding success, brimming with 
excitement and invaluable learning 
experiences. Each student left with their 
heads held high, having cracked every 
challenge thrown their way and creating 

unforgettable memories in the process.

Mr. Mapplebeck was incredibly proud of 
our students. They behaved impeccably and 
scored a massive 120 points on the day of the 
event result ing in achieving first  
place. Kaylam commented on how he enjoyed 

the competit ive element of the event. Harry W 
said that there was a nice mix of both science 
and maths based problem solving. The day was 
also a brilliant opportunity for students to explore 
not only the breadth of science but the depth of 

current issues in our world.
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School reports will be sent out in 
January via MCAS.

We are asking that all parents 
and carers register to use this 
app. It is a useful tool to ensure 
you receive up to date 
information about your child.

You will need to have an email 
address that we have on record. 
For further information please see 
the school website:

My Child At School App - De 
Lacy Academy

As we approach the end the 
term and look forward to the 
Christmas break, it is 
important that our students 
stay safe and well. Many will 
be getting electronic devices 
as gifts so please find 
detailed below a useful 
guide on how to keep your 
child safe online.

Internet Safety

Keeping in touch – MCAS 
(My child at school) App

Top tips for staying safe online 

at Christmas - UK Safer 
Internet Centre

On Monday 18th 

December Year 11s took 

part in an NHS pilot 

assembly on the subject of 

health independence.
They were given 

information on what they 

need around becoming 

independent in looking 

after their health into 
adulthood.

Year 11

During our final week in 
English, some Year 9 

students produced work all 

about mental health. 
Thank you to Mr. Waite 

and the English 
department for 

producing  excellent work!

Year 9 English

https://www.delacyacademy.org.uk/delacy/updates/my-child-at-school-app/
https://www.delacyacademy.org.uk/delacy/updates/my-child-at-school-app/
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/top-tips-for-staying-safe-online-at-christmas
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/top-tips-for-staying-safe-online-at-christmas
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/top-tips-for-staying-safe-online-at-christmas
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55 Year 9 students signed up to 
complete their Bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh's Award. They've made a 
brilliant start  contributing to their 
community by start ing to volunteer, 
becoming responsible for themselves 
through learning new skills and 
taking care of their health by 
complet ing a physical act ivity once 
a week.

Alongside this, 20 Year 10 students 
who completed their Bronze last year 
have started their Silver Award, 
continuing to develop the resilience 
and independence skills that they 
learnt last year. We are so excited to 
see what you all achieve! Keep it  up!

Duke Of Edinburgh 
Update

Music and Drama Winter Warmer

This year’s Winter Warmer Performing Arts show brought a suitable 
amount of Christmas cheer to the sold out audience of parents, family, 
and friends of the students involved on Tuesday 19 th December. The 
evening began with a 2 act comedy drama piece called The Family 
Christmas (performed by the De Lacy Academy upper school Drama 
Club) about a calamitous Christmas in the involving hapless family 
members, a break-in and a Turkey wrapped in a dressing gown!

The second half of the evening took on a musical flavour including 
musicians from Years 7 to 11. The audience were treated to a wide 
variety of solos and ensembles performances, from every era and style 
of music: classical v iolin and piano solos; solo guitarists; rock bands; and 
the debut performance from Mrs Cassell’s Pop group; something for 
everyone!

Miss Bibby and Mr Williamson would like to thank all of those who 
supported and extend a massive congratulations to all the participants 
who have given up breaks, lunches, and after school time to practice 
and rehearse. We’re already looking forward to the next one!

Celebrating our 
Students

Reading Superstars

I t  has been great to see that KS3 
pupils have been putting a lot of 
effort in their reading interventions 
and library lessons, result ing in 
excellent progress. The arrival of 

the new reading rewards 
vending machine for the 
upcoming term is an excit ing 
addit ion to the school. It  will 
provide an incentive for students to 

continue their reading journey and 
further enhance their literacy skills.
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Up and coming 
events

KS3 
Valentine Disco

Friday 9th February

6pm – 8.30pm

Main hall

£2 a ticket

Refreshments will be available.

All money raised will go towards the Year 9 charity, The 

Little Princess Trust.

Tickets will be available to buy via MCAS week beginning 22nd 

January 2024
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Key Dates Key Events

5th – 10th February

26th January

Australia Day

25th January

10th January

Year 9 Holocaust Survivor 
presentation

Chinese New Year

KS3 Valentine Disco

8th – 10th January

Yr.9 Dallowgill Trip

8th January

Academy Opens

Dates for your 
Diaries

10th – 12th January

Yr.10 Dallowgill Trip

18th January

 Mop up Flu Vaccinations

9th February

Children's Mental Health Week

National Apprenticeship Week

9th February

19th January

Yr.11 Pie Night 5pm

29th – 31st January

Yr.10 Fire Fit  Project group 1

Burns Night

Academy Closes

16th January

World Religion day
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