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January 18th was a cold night, yet hundreds of
parents turned up to be warmed by Mrs. Collins’
meat pie – perfect for a winter’s evening. Our
annual pie night for Y11s keeps growing from
strength to strength, with a full main hall showing
how much support there is for our students.

After key messages from Mrs. O’Brien and others
from the Leadership team, students were given
revision books and study materials to prepare them
for their GCSEs, all paid for by the academy. The
evening finished with us all having a meal together
in the canteen. Thanks to all that supported the
event.

Standing room only for Y11 Pie night
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At the start of the new term in January, Mrs.
Corcoran and a team of staff, took a group of
our Y9 and Y10 students up to Delta’s outdoor
centre at Dallowgill, up in the Yorkshire Dales.
On one of the days, students were taken to
Fountain’s Abbey near Ripon which is owned
by the National Trust. Students were given a
tour of the amazing site, including walking
through the ruins of what was the largest
Cistercian Monastery in the country as well as
touring the deer park. A great time was had
by all.

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award

Dallowgill

Years 9 and 10 are well on their way with collecting evidence for their three sections to
achieve their D of E award. Some of the ways in which they have been contributing to our
community through volunteering are: refereeing Year 7 football matches, helping out at
science club and even volunteering in local charity shops! They have been continuing to
learn a wide range of skills, from British Sign Language to sports leadership and even
cooking, and have been busy exercising at least once a week, doing everything from
regular walks, to swimming, to weightlifting.

Some of our wonderful Year 10s have volunteered to be Ambassadors for the year 9s,
helping them to upload evidence and providing peer support for anyone struggling. They
will be continuing to help out later in the year by organising equipment and helping to train
the Year 9s on how to do things like put up tents and use stoves.

We can't wait to see what you all achieve next!
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Better than Bakeoff?

Y11 students take the lead in Saturday morning 
maths revision.

Our Year 11 students are going above and beyond by showing up to school
on Saturdays for extra maths revision. They're putting in the work
independently and getting help from their maths teachers, all in preparation
for their trial exams and GCSEs. These kids are seriously dedicated, giving up
their weekend leisure to tackle complex maths problems and revise like
champs.

These students aren't just playing catch-up; they're taking the lead. Their
commitment and hard work mean they're one step ahead of the game. It's
a real example of putting in the effort to get the results, showing that success
is all about determination and putting in the hours. Go Saturday Maths
students!

Y11 Hospitality and Catering students 
have travelled to Serlby Park Academy 
in order to practice their controlled 
assessment dishes. The task requires 
them to plan, prepare, cook and 
present two dishes suitable for a toddler 
and adult. They have three hours of 
independent work to do this. The 
students have shown great skill and 
resilience to produce some excellent 
work. Overall, it has been a positive 
experience for our students. A special 
thank you to the staff at Serlby Park who 
have been such a great support. 
Photographs of their final work cannot 
be shared at this moment in time due to 
exam rules but hopefully they will have 
chance to share them in the near 
future. For now – here’s Alfie making his 
own pasta!
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This half term has definitely been a short one, but we have still found time at De Lacy
to prioritise and understand the importance of our mental health and wellbeing.
Thursday 1st February saw our students look at 'Time to talk day' in form time. Time to
talk day is a great initiative organised by Mind, emphasising the importance of talking
about mental health.

https://www.mind.org.uk/get-involved/time-to-talk-day 
2024/#:~:text=Time%20to%20Talk%20Day%20is,want%20you%20to%20take%20part.

The final week of this half term was Children's mental health week. Years 7,8 and 9 had
assemblies looking at this, focusing on the importance of being brave and using your
voice to make a difference. Hopefully, it will give some of our students the little push
they need in order to start making any changes and steps that they may need to
make. It was lovely to see so many brave members of the school council willing to help
deliver!

We also hosted another hot chocolate and chat event after school, which gave
students the opportunity to meet new friends, have a chat and unwind.

Staff wellbeing is just as important to us, and we have continued with our staff
wellbeing "I heard a wispa" programme this month as well - a special thank you and
well done to Mr Barnes for receiving the most nominations this half term! "I heard a
wispa" is our staff reward programme that recognises, congratulates and thanks staff
for going above and beyond to support students, and students are always welcome
to nominate their favourite teacher for a thank you by speaking to Mr Taylor.

Next half term we will be able to take part in Neurodiversity Celebration Week on
March 18th - 24th and International Day of Happiness on March 20th. Keep an eye out
for things happening around school!

As always, enjoy the half term break, and take some time to focus on yourself and do
what you can to relax. For our Year 11 students that will be coming back to another
set of trial exams. We all wish you the best of luck and be careful not to burn yourselves
out with revision. Mind have provided a very helpful rundown of coping with exam
stress, which we strongly recommend giving a read if you or your child think it will
affect them (not just Year 11s!)

Information for 11-18 year olds – Exam stress - Mind

Home - Mind

Mental Health 
Mr. Taylor outlines what’s been going on for 

Mental Health and wellbeing this term. 

https://www.mind.org.uk/get-involved/time-to-talk-day-2024/#:~:text=Time%20to%20Talk%20Day%20is,want%20you%20to%20take%20part.
https://www.mind.org.uk/get-involved/time-to-talk-day-2024/#:~:text=Time%20to%20Talk%20Day%20is,want%20you%20to%20take%20part.
https://www.mind.org.uk/for-young-people/feelings-and-experiences/exam-stress/
https://www.mind.org.uk/
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Enrichment

Y11 working 
after hours 

Lower School Drama club are already planning for a 
summer showcase performance, with pupils in years 
7, 8 and 9 rehearsing a variety of sketches and 
scripts for the show. Pieces 
include comedy, melodrama, slapstick and 
verbatim theatre.

In Music, Mr Williamson and Mrs Cassells are working 
on 'Let It Be' and 'Stand by Me' with the school band 
in preparation for the next performance 
opportunity.

Btec Music and Performing Arts pupils are working 
hard to prepare for their component 3 exam 
productions.

On Tuesday afternoons, we 

have over 20 Y11 students 

taking part in a brand-new 

mathematics course to 

help support their learning.

De Lacy is paying for 

individual tutors to teach 

our students online – 

targeting the teaching to 

specifically meet the needs 

of each student. This is a 

fantastic opportunity for 

our students and they have 

shown a brilliant attitude to 

learning, giving up an hour 

of their time to take part.

One to one tuition on this 

scale is an amazing 

resource. Let’s hope for 

some amazing results this 

summer!
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On Wednesday 10th January, our
Year 9 students had the privilege of
meeting a Holocaust survivor, who
came into school to share his
experience about being a young
boy in Hungary who was forced into
a ghetto, during World War Two.

Year 9 showed the upmost respect
towards Tomi Komoly whilst he
shared some emotional memories.
After his talk, there was an
opportunity for questions and
answers.

The purpose of the event was to aid
the students' learning about the
Holocaust, which they are studying
this term.

Holocaust event

Our Key Stage 3 students spent an afternoon 

listening to a presentation from Network Rail 

about the dangers of the railways. It was 

extremely informative and very useful. Network 

Rail spent a long time talking about the safety 

precautions needed at England's Lane, 

Knottingley Public and Broomhill level Crossing 

as well as the Waterfield Number 2 crossing.

RAIL 

SAFETY 

TALK
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Valentine’s Disco
We’ve definitely ended this half term with a bang! The weather might have been
wet and snowy, but it didn’t put a dampener on our KS3 students, who absolutely
loved their Valentine’s disco on Thursday 8th February. All the proceeds made were
in aid of the Y9 charity of choice – The Little Princess Trust. A special mention to
Brendan N in Y9 who sold sweets to help raise funds for the Camps International
trek to Kenya in 2025. Thanks to all involved in planning and preparing the evening
and especially to our amazing DJs from SolidBond Entertainment. They were
fabulous and kept staff and students dancing all night. We can’t wait to start
planning the next one!
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Key Dates Key dates for next 
month

Mon 18th March

KS3 Assessment week

Thu 7th March

Y7 Parents’ evening

Fri 1st March

Geography field trip

Tue 27th February

Geography field trip

Mon 26th February

Y11 Trial 3 exams start

Mon 8th April
Summer term starts

Fri 22nd March
Last day of half term

Fri 1st March
St David’s day

Mon 19th February
New term starts

Fri 9th February
Last day of half term

Dates for your diaries
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